
BEGINNERS SERIES

Actions & Animation
PART FOUR



Beginners Series
Whether teaching yourself or teaching others, the Beginners Series  

is your resource for discovering the fundamentals of Procreate.  
Perfect for anyone beginning their digital art journey.

To download all video and workbook resources, visit edu.procre.at/beginners.

This workbook is available for use under Creative Commons license CC-BY-NC. This means you're welcome 
to copy, redistribute, and build upon it for educational purposes. Created July 2022, in Procreate 5.2.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
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Actions & Animation
Open up the Actions menu and 
discover how to insert images, use 
drawing guides, and an animation tool 
so simple everyone can use it.
Bring your own butterfly to life using 
Animation Assist while learning to import 
images into Procreate to use as photographic 
reference, and halving your workload with 
Drawing Assist’s symmetry mode.

Video duration: 16 mins       

Estimated lesson time: 30-45 mins

IN THIS LESSON
Students will learn to insert an image to 
their canvas, and how to use an image 
as a reference that informs the direction 
of their artwork.

Students will be introduced to 
Procreate's Drawing Guides and  
use Drawing Assist to create a  
symmetrical artwork.

Students will create a looping frame-by-
frame animation, and understand key 
animation terms such as Frames,  
Onion Skins, and Frame Rate.
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1.

Getting Started
CHAPTER 1



2.

Create a new artwork
Tap the + icon to create a new artwork. 
Choose Screen Size from the top of the 
list, to create a new screen-sized canvas.



3.

Choose a 
background color

Tap to open the Layers Panel in the top 
right, and then tap Background Color. 

The Color Panel will appear. Choose 
Harmony from the color modes at the 
bottom of the panel. Color Harmony is a 
tool that helps you select complementary 
color schemes, and has a slightly different 
color wheel.

Drag the brightness slider below the wheel 
up to maximum, and gently drag the reticle 
slightly towards the orange side of the color 
disc to select a peach color. Tap Done.



4.

Drawing Guides
CHAPTER 2



5.

Drawing Guides
Procreate's Drawing Guides can 
help you lay down the structure and 
composition of your artwork. There 
are four types to choose from.

2D GRID
Perfect for adding structure to 
flat designs, like a floor plan.

ISOMETRIC GRID
This can help you bring 
your drawings into the third 
dimension, like technical 
drawings. 

PERSPECTIVE GUIDE
Here you can add vanishing 
points for more realistic scenes 
with depth and perspective.

SYMMETRY GUIDE
Mirrors what you draw in a 
variety of different modes.

ACTIONS



6.

Try it out
Turn on Drawing Guides to help you  
draw a perfectly symmetrical butterfly.

Tap the wrench icon in the top left to  
open the Actions menu. Tap Canvas,  
then toggle on Drawing Guides. Then  
tap Edit Drawing Guide.

Choose Symmetry from the four guide 
options at the bottom. Drag the Opacity  
and Thickness sliders to maximum.

Drag the reticle in the colorful bar at the top 
to a dark color so the guide is easy to see 
over a bright artwork.

Tap Done to return to your canvas.

EXPERIMENT AND PLAY
Tap Options to explore four different Symmetry 
Guide Options: Vertical, Horizontal, Quadrant, 
and Radial. We suggest playing with Radial 
symmetry with the Groovy brush in the Vintage 
brush set.

CHOOSE 
COLOR



7.

Add an image
Adding images can be great for creating 
collages, or using elements from your 
other works. 

Use Safari to look up a reference image, or 
the Camera app on your iPad to take one of 
your own. Ensure it's saved to the Photos 
app on your iPad.

Tap the wrench icon in the top left to open 
the Actions menu. Tap Add, and swipe left  
on the text Insert a Photo. Tap the option 
that says Insert a Private Photo. This means 
the reference image won't appear in  
your time-lapse.

Choose a butterfly image from your Photos 
app to use as a guide.

USING REFERENCE IMAGES
Remember to only use open source images, 
images you have sought permission from the 
creator to use, or photos you've taken yourself – 
and definitely make sure that you aren't copying 
the work of others.



8.

Set up your  
reference image

Once you have inserted your image you  
will find the Transform tool is active, and  
has a bounding box around the image.  
Use this to make sure your butterfly fills the 
canvas, and is perfectly centered with the 
Symmetry Guide.

Open the Layers Panel, and tap the N on 
your image layer to open Blend Modes.

Set the Blend Mode to Multiply, and drag 
the Opacity slider down to 10%.



9.

Duplicate your layers
In the Layers Panel, tap-and-hold the 
empty layer to drag it up the list above your 
butterfly reference image.

Swipe left on the empty layer and tap 
Duplicate. Do this three times, so there are 
four layers called 'Layer 1' in your panel, all 
with a note below saying Assisted.

Start by selecting the bottom one of these 
layers, so you are ready to start painting.

DRAWING ASSIST
The note that says 'Assisted' on each layer means 
that Procreate will assist your drawings to match 
the Drawing Guide. For example, with Drawing 
Assist on with a Symmetry Guide, your artwork 
will be mirrored. With Drawing Assist off, you can 
see the Symmetry Guide but Procreate won't 
mirror your work.

Notice that if you add a new layer it won't 
automatically have Drawing Assist turned on. Tap 
the layer to open Layer Options, and you can turn 
Drawing Assist on or off.



10.

Draw a Butterfly
CHAPTER 2



11.

Body and antennae
Tap the brush icon to open the Brush 
Library, then select the Blackburn brush 
in the Drawing set. This brush responds to 
pressure beautifully when using Apple Pencil. 
Decrease the brush size to around 9%.

Tap the Active Color to open the  
Color Panel, and choose pure black.

Being inspired by your reference image,  
paint just the body of the butterfly. Press 
lightly for the antennae.



12.

Wing patterns
Tap the Layers Panel, then select  
the second layer from the top.

Now paint in the pattern of the wings. 
Remember just to use the reference image 
as inspiration – your butterfly can look like 
anything you like. Build up the paint near the 
edge of the wings, and don't worry about 
going over the edges.

When you're happy with the patterns on the 
wing, hide the layer by tapping the Visibility 
Checkbox in the Layers Panel.



13.

Wing shape
Tap to select the third layer in the  
Layers Panel.

Tap the brush icon to open the Brush 
Library, then choose the Ink Bleed brush  
in the Inking set.

Draw the shape of the wings. Start by 
carefully cutting around the body, then 
continuing with the wings to get a rough 
butterfly shape. Make sure to complete  
the outline, and create a closed shape.

Tap to open the Active Color, push  
the brightness up, and choose a  
bright orange.

Drag from the Active Color into your  
wing shape to ColorDrop to fill. You may 
need to adjust the threshold by dragging 
right across the canvas.



14.

Create a  
Clipping Mask

Tap to open the Layers Panel, then tap the 
Visibility Checkbox on the wing pattern layer 
to unhide it.

Tap this layer again to open Layer Options, 
and choose Clipping Mask. This will clip  
the wing pattern to the orange wing shape 
layer below.

Now that you're finished with your reference 
image, swipe left on this layer and hit Delete.



15.

Add some detail to 
the wings

Tap to open the Layers Panel, and select 
the top layer in your list. 

Tap the brush icon to open the Brush  
Library. Choose the Blackburn brush from 
the Drawing set again.

Set the Active Color to pure white, and 
draw some expressive dots around the 
edge of the wings.



16.

A few final touches
Tap to open the Layers Panel, then 
select the orange wing layer. Tap the + 
icon, and another Clipping Mask will be 
automatically added below the first.

Tap the Active Color to open the Color 
Panel and select a bright yellow.

Tap the brush icon to open the Brush 
Library. Select the Old Beach brush in the 
Artistic set.

Press lightly with the Apple Pencil to add 
some yellow texture towards the center of 
the butterfly. (Notice that this layer doesn't 
have Drawing Assist turned on so your 
drawing isn't mirrored.)

ACTIVE COLOR



17.

Watch your  
time-lapse

Tap the wrench icon to open  
Actions menu, tap Video, then select 
Time-lapse Replay.

Drag your finger left-and-right to scrub 
through your video. Notice that the 
reference image added in as a Private 
Layer doesn't appear in the time-lapse.

Tap Export time-lapse video if you'd like to 
export the time-lapse to your Photos app.

ACTIVE COLOR



18.

Animation
CHAPTER 4



19.

Animation in Procreate is drawn 'frame-by-frame'. This means that the 
artist draws lots of still images, or 'frames', that are a tiny bit different 

from each other. When you quickly flick through them or play them back 
in a sequence it gives the illusion of movement – just like a flip book.

Animation Assist



20.Frames vs. Layers
The bar at the bottom of the screen when Animation Assist is 

turned on in Procreate is called a 'timeline'. This is another way of 
representing the Layers Panel. Frames of an animation are simply 

layers, or groups of layers, shown in a sequence. 

LAYERS PANEL

Animations play from the bottom 
of the Layers Panel to the top. In 
this example, Layer 1 is the first 
frame of the animation.

ANIMATION ASSIST TIMELINE

LAYER 1
LAYER 2 LAYER 3

LAYER 4

Adding a new frame in the 
timeline will also add a new 
layer to the Layers Panel.



21.

Prepare your artwork
Prepare your artwork, ready to animate 
the wings and make them flutter.

Tap to open the Layers Panel and pinch 
to merge all the layers that make up the 
butterfly's wings (not the body layer).

Tap to turn on the Selection tool and 
choose Rectangle mode.

Starting from the top of the middle guide, 
drag the rectangle so it covers the entire 
right wing.

Tap the wrench icon to open the  
Actions menu. Tap Add, then tap Cut,  
and then Paste. This will separate the 
wings onto two layers.

SELECTIONS



22.

Create a layer group
Tap the wrench icon to open the Actions 
menu. Tap Canvas, and toggle on 
Animation Assist. This turns on Procreate's 
animation interface.

Tap to open your Layers Panel. Notice the 
layers in your list correspond to the frames 
in your Animation Assist timeline.

Swipe right on the two wing layers in  
the Layers Panel to select them and  
tap Group. A layer group will be played  
as one frame.



23.

Make the body 
a background frame
Because the butterfly body is at the 
bottom of the layer list, you can set it as 
a background frame.

Tap the first frame on the Animation Assist 
timeline to open Frame Options.

Toggle on Background. This means  
that the body will become the background 
of the animation and be present across  
all frames.

Tap the second frame to open  
Frame Options, then tap Duplicate.  
This will duplicate the layer group in the 
Layers Panel.



24.

Animate the wings
Tap the Layers Panel, and select the right 
wing in the first layer group.

Tap the arrow icon to open the Transform 
tool, then select Freeform mode. Drag 
the right blue node to squash the wing 
in slightly towards the butterfly's body. 
Notice there is a red shadow of the 
previous frame to guide you. This is called 
an 'Onion skin'.

Repeat with the left wing.

Swipe right on the layer group, then tap 
Duplicate to create a new frame.



25.

Repeat
Repeat this process three more times, 
until you have five frames, and have 
squashed the butterfly's wings in to 
meet its body. 



26.

Animation Settings
Tap Play on the Animation Assist 
timeline. You'll see that the animation 
doesn't look quite right yet.

Tap Settings to make the animation 
Settings menu appear. Here you can 
adjust the animation style, speed, and 
onion skin appearance.

Choose Ping-Pong from the list of 
animation styles. This will play back-and-
forth through your animation, meaning the 
butterfly's wings will open and close.

Drag the Frames Per Second slider  
down to around 10.

Tap Play again to view the changes 
 in action.



27.

Share your 
animation
Now you have animated your butterfly, 
feel free to share it.

Tap the wrench icon to open the Actions 
menu. Tap Share, then choose Animated 
GIF from the list of export options.

Tap Export, and Save Image to save your 
animation to your Photos App.



Never stop creating.
Congratulations, you've reached the end of the Beginner's Series. 

Now you have all the tools you need to keep making art in Procreate. 
Remember, art is for everyone. There's no right or wrong, and there 

are no limits to what you can create.



Artistic expression helps make education 
meaningful, memorable and fun.  
Find more creative lesson ideas at  
education.procreate.art

To see see the full creative potential  
of Procreate, visit our Handbook 
procreate.art/handbook

Learn with

Create.

http://education.procreate.art
http://procreate.art/handbook



