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Editing Tools
Unlock more creative potential as you 
get to grips with Procreate Editing Tool 
basics including Transform, Selection, 
Adjustments and Actions.
Creating this stellar artwork is all you need 
to understand masking and merging layers, 
transforming elements of your art, and  
how to produce magical results using  
Procreate’s Liquify.

Video duration: 19 mins       

Estimated lesson time: 45-60 mins

IN THIS LESSON
Sudents will explore Procreate's 
Selection and Transform modes to edit 
and manipulate their artwork, and speed 
up their creative process.

Students will be introduced to  
non-destructive workflows by using  
Clipping Masks.

Students will build on their knowledge 
of Procreate's Adjustments by using 
Blur and Liquify to add atmosphere and 
dimension to their artwork.
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CHAPTER 1

Getting Started



3.

Create a new artwork
Tap the + icon to create a new artwork. 
Choose Screen Size from the top of the 
list to create a new screen-sized canvas.



4.

Choose a 
background color

Tap to open the Layers Panel. Then tap the 
Background Color layer, and the Color Disc 
will appear.

Tap Palettes to switch view, then choose 
the blue swatch in the bottom left of the 
Ascend palette.

With this color selected tap Value color 
mode, which allows for more precise color 
selection. Make the blue darker by bringing 
the third slider, labeled B for Brightness 
down to 25%, then tap Done to apply.

LAYERS PANEL



5.

Choose a brush
Tap the brush icon to open the Brush 
Library, and choose Round Brush in  
the Painting set.

Set your Brush Size to around 7% using 
the Sidebar on the left. You can see the 
percentage in the preview next to the brush 
size slider.

Check Brush Opacity is at 100%.

BRUSH LIBRARY

SIZE

OPACITY



6.

Select a color
Tap the Active Color to open your  
Color Panel, then tap Palettes.

Tap the three dots "..." next to the Flourish 
palette, and tap Set as default. Now you 
can access this palette in any of the Color 
Modes.

Finally, choose the fourth orange along in 
the bottom row of the Flourish palette.

COLOR PANEL



7.

Draw a circle
Use QuickShape to draw a perfect circle 
in the middle of the canvas. 

HOW TO USE QUICKSHAPE
We introduced QuickShape in Part 2 of this 
series. You can find the workbook for Part 2 
here, or check out this page of the Procreate 
Handbook.

https://edu.procre.at/beginners
https://procreate.art/handbook/procreate/guides/quickshape/
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CHAPTER 2

Transform



9.

Transform Tool
The Transform tool changes the size, 
shape and position of your layer content. 
There are four Transform modes:

FREEFORM
Lets you squash and stretch 
your object in any direction.

UNIFORM
Lets you scale while keeping 
the original shape ratio.

DISTORT
Lets you easily create a 
sense of perspective.

WARP
Applies a mesh to your 
selection, and allows you to 
push and fold the image.

TRANSFORM



10.Transform Gestures
BOUNDING BOX
The part of your layer selected to 
transform appears in a "bounding 
box" with moving dashed lines.

TRANSFORMATION NODES
Tap-and-drag on a blue dot in 
the midpoints and corners of your 
bounding box to transform your 
content's shape and size.

ROTATION NODE
Tap-and-drag the green dot at the 
top of the bounding box to rotate 
your selection. 

MOVE YOUR SELECTION
Drag anywhere inside or outside 
of the bounding box to move your 
content around.

SCALE
Pinch inside the bounding box to 
scale your content up or down.

Tap

UNDO TRANSFORMATION
Tap with two fingers to undo any 
of these transformations.



11.

Try it out
Tap the arrow icon in the top-left of the 
menu bar to open the Transform tool.

Choose Uniform from the four options at 
the top of the Transform toolbar.

Tap Snapping, then turn the Snapping 
toggle on. Now when you move the circle 
around on your canvas you will see vertical 
and horizontal guide lines appearing.

Move your circle until you see both lines at 
once, so your circle is perfectly centered.

TRANSFORM

SNAPPING



12.

Duplicate and resize
Tap to open the Layers Panel, swipe left on 
your circle layer and tap Duplicate. 

Tap the arrow icon to enter Transform 
mode again. Drag from the blue corner 
nodes to increase the size and  move it 
directly on top of the first one, using the 
guidelines to demonstrate that it's perfectly 
centered. Make sure the gap between the 
circle is roughly the thickness of the line.

LAYERS PANEL

SNAPPING

SWIPE TO THE LEFT  
AND TAP 'DUPLICATE'.



13.

Repeat
Repeat this process until you have five 
evenly-spaced circle layers centered in 
the middle of your canvas.



14.

CHAPTER 3

Organizing Layers



15.

Select layers
Tap to open the Layers Panel, and tap 
again to select the first layer on the top of 
your list. It will be highlighted bright blue, 
indicating that it is your primary layer. 

Then swipe to the right on each of 
the layers below, to select them as 
secondary layers. 

When all of the layers are selected,  
tap Group in the top-right corner of  
the Layers Panel.



16.

Duplicate your group
Tap your layer group to select it, then tap  
again to open Layer Group Options.

Tap Rename, and use the iPad keyboard to 
rename the layer 'Planet'.

You can also swipe left to either Delete or 
Duplicate any Layer Group. Let’s Duplicate 
this one for now.

Use the Visibility Checkbox to hide the 
bottom layer group – you'll come back to  
this later.



17.

ColorDrop to fill
You can only paint on a single layer at a 
time, not grouped or multiple layers. In 
order to do this, you need to merge the 
layers together.

Tap the second circle in your group to select 
it, and again to open Layer Options. Choose 
Merge Down.

ColorDrop from your Active Color 
between those two rings to create a much 
thicker circle.

In your Layers Panel, select the smallest circle 
at the bottom of your group. ColorDrop again 
to fill this layer too.



18.

ColorDrop to recolor
Tap your Active Color to open the Color 
Panel. Drag the second-darkest pink from 
the bottom row of the Flourish palette, and 
ColorDrop into the middle circle to recolor it.

Merge the top two orange circle layers 
together, and use ColorDrop to recolor  
them white.

PINCH-TO-MERGE LAYERS
Pinch to combine layers together  
in your Layers Panel.

COLORDROP 
FROM HERE



19.

Planetary rings
Distort the rings to give the illusion  
of perspective.

With the top layer selected, tap the arrow icon  
in the top-left to enter Transform mode.

Tap Distort, then pull the top-left corner  
node directly towards the bottom right node 
until you see some of the bottom of the planet 
poking through.

DISTORT IN FREEFORM MODE
You can also Distort your object while in Freeform 
mode by tapping and holding on any of the blue 
transformation nodes before dragging.

TRANSFORM



20.

Drag to reposition
Drag outside the bounding box  
to resposition the rings, so they're 
approximately centered around  
the planet. 

When you're happy with where it  
sits, tap the blue Transform arrow  
icon to commit.

TAP TO COMMIT 
CHANGES



21.

CHAPTER 4

Selections



22.

Selection Tool
Use selections to isolate parts of 
your art for repainting, editing, 
transforming, and more. There are 
four Selection modes:

AUTOMATIC
Instantly select areas of your 
artwork with a single touch.

FREEHAND
Hand-draw around your 
desired content to select it.

RECTANGLE
Drag to select a square or 
rectangle shaped area of 
your artwork.

ELLIPSE
Drag to select an ellipse or 
circle shaped area of your 
artwork.

SELECTIONS



23.Selections
SELECTED AREA
A moving dotted line shows your 
selection in Freehand, Ellipse or 
Rectangle modes.

SELECTION MASK
Faint diagonal lines show the area 
that is not included in your selection.

AUTOMATIC SELECTION
In Automatic selection mode, tap an 
area to select it. Your selected area 
will have inverted colors.

SELECTION THRESHOLD
This function works like ColorDrop 
Threshold. Drag left-and-right to 
adjust the area of the selection. 

FREEHAND SELECTION
To make detailed selections, draw 
freehand or tap ahead to select with 
straight lines.

Tap

Tap

Tap

UNDO SELECTION
Tap with two fingers to undo any 
steps in your selection process.



24.

Try it out
Tap to open the Layers Panel and 
select the pink planet layer.

Tap the Selections icon and choose 
Automatic from the selection modes.

Tap the circle to select the whole  
shape quickly.

SELECTION



25.

Selections work 
across layers

Open the Layers Panel again and 
select the layer with the outer rings 
on it. Notice that the diagonal lines 
indicate what is not in your selection.

Tap to select the Eraser and erase the 
back part of the rings, so it looks like 
they wrap around the planet.

ERASER



26.

Collapse and hide
In the Layers Panel, tap the arrow icon 
on your top Planet group to collapse it, 
then un-tick the Visibility Checkbox to 
hide it for the moment.

Tap the Visibility Checkbox to turn on 
your bottom group, then tap the arrow 
to expand.

Tap-and-hold to activate the 
Eyedropper tool, and choose the 
orange color of the rings for your 
Active Color.

LAYERS PANEL



27.

ColorDrop to fill
ColorDrop the orange color into 
each of your circle layers. 

Tap the N on your layers to adjust 
the layer Opacity of your top three 
circles to 50%, and leave the bottom 
circle at 100%.

Next, tap on the group name to bring 
up Group Options, and tap Flatten. 
This flattens everything in the group 
down to a single layer.



28.

Reorder layers
Tap the Visibility Checkbox to turn 
on the top layer group, and then tap 
the arrow to expand.

Tap-and-hold to drag the orange 
circles layer up the Layers Panel so 
that it is in between the pink planet 
and the white rings.

LAYERS PANEL



29.

CHAPTER 5

Clipping Masks



30.Clipping Masks
Clipping Masks are a powerful tool in digital art. They use painted  

areas of one layer to control the visibility of the Clipping Mask layer.

A Clipping Mask works just like any other layer in 
your Layers Panel. You can use all of Procreate's 
tools to create and edit content on this layer, and 

even add Blend Modes.

NORMAL
LAYERS

 The paint on the layer below a Clipping Mask 
determines which parts you will be able to see. It works 
like a window – you're looking through the paint on the 
linked base layer, to see what's on the Clipping Mask.

CLIPPING MASK

BASE LAYER



31.

Try it out
Tap on your middle layer to open Layer 
Options, and choose Clipping Masks. 
Notice a little arrow appear next to it, 
that points at the layer below – this 
indicates that the middle layer is now  
a Clipping Mask.

Tap the arrow icon to open the 
Transform tool in the top-left of the 
menu bar, then move the Clipping 
Mask to the top left until the concentric 
circles are peaking through onto the 
top of the planet.

LAYERS PANELTRANSFORM



32.

Add a highlight
Tap the + icon in the Layers Panel to 
add a new layer above the existing 
Clipping Mask. Tap the layer to open 
Layer Options, then tap Clipping Mask.

Now tap the brush icon to open the 
Brush Library, and choose the Medium 
Nozzle brush in the Spraypaints set. 
Set the brush size to around halfway.

Tap the Active Color to open the  
Color Panel, then double tap in the  
top left of the inner Color Disc to  
select pure white.

Paint a highlight on the top-right side 
of the planet by sweeping your brush 
around the edge.

When you're happy with the highlight, 
open the Layers Panel and pinch to 
merge the two Clipping Masks into the 
pink planet layer.

BRUSH LIBRARY

SIZE



33.

Recolor with 
Clipping Masks

Tap the + icon in the Layers Panel to 
create a new layer above the white 
planet rings.

Tap the Active Color to open your 
Color Panel, and choose the brightest 
yellow in the Flourish palette – the 
third one along on the bottom row. 

ColorDrop from your Active Color 
onto your Clipping Mask layer. You  
will see in the Layers Panel that the 
entire Clipping Mask is yellow, but it  
is only recoloring the rings layer 
directly below.

Open your Layers Panel again and 
pinch to merge the yellow clipping 
mask into your white rings layer.



34.

CHAPTER 6

Adjustments



35.

Adjustments
Give your art a professional finishing 
touch with the Adjustments menu's 
amazing capabilities. There are two 
types of adjustments in Procreate: 

COLOR ADJUSTMENTS
Allow you to alter and balance colors in your 
artwork. These are the top four items in the 
Adjustments menu.

FILTERS
There are 11 powerful filters in Procreate. 
You can use these for fast, simple image 
adjustments and fun special effects.

HOW THEY WORK

Adjustments only affect the layer  
you are currently working on, not the 
whole artwork.

You can either apply them to a whole 
layer, or paint them into certain areas  
of a layer with an Apple Pencil.

ADJUSTMENTS



36.

Try it out
Open the Layers Panel, swipe left 
on your yellow rings layer and tap 
Duplicate to make a copy.

Tap the magic wand icon to open your 
Adjustments menu, and tap Gaussian 
Blur. This will apply a soft, out-of-
focus glow to your layer.

Drag your finger across the canvas to 
apply the blur, until the indicator at the 
top is around 7%.

LAYERS PANELADJUSTMENTS



37.

Lay down  
three lines

Open the Layers Panel, untick the 
Visibility Checkbox to hide your Planet 
group, and tap the + icon to create a 
new layer.

Open the Color Panel, and choose 
the bright green in the top left of the 
Flourish palette.

Open the Brush Library, choose  
the Round Brush from the Painting 
set, and set the brush size to  
around halfway.

Use QuickShape to draw a line 
straight through the middle of  
your canvas.

Boost the brush size, and draw two 
more shorter lines, above and below.



38.

Liquify
Liquify warps the pixels of a layer  
in six different ways to create  
mind-bending effects.

Tap the magic wand icon in the top-left 
to open the Adjustments menu, and 
choose Liquify near the bottom of  
the list.

Choose Twirl Right from the list of 
modes at the bottom. Make sure Size, 
Pressure and Momentum are set to 
maximum, and Distortion is set to none.

Give your artwork a gentle tap to create 
a beautiful swirl effect.

MIX IT UP
You might like to play with some of the other 
Liquify modes – there's a lot of fun to be had 
in experimenting with these. To reset to your 
original layer artwork, tap Reset.

ADJUSTMENTS



39.

Create a graphic 
background

Enter Transform mode and use two 
fingers to rotate and increase the size 
of your texture, to create a spacey 
background.

Open your Layers Panel, and tap the N 
symbol on the this layer to open Blend 
Modes. Set the blend mode to Overlay, 
and drag the Opacity slider down to 
around 30%.

Tap-and-hold the layer, then drag it to 
the bottom of the layer list so that it sits 
behind the planet.



40.

Add a shadow
Tap the + in the Layers Panel to add  
a new layer.

Tap the brush icon to open the Brush 
Library, and again choose the Medium 
Nozzle brush in the Spraypaint set. 
Boost the brush size to maximum.

Tap the Active Color to open your 
Color Panel, then double tap in the 
bottom of the inner Color Disc to 
select full black.

Paint some texture on the top half of 
your canvas.

Open the Layers Panel again, tap the 
N symbol for this layer, then drag the 
Opacity slider down to around 50%.



41.

CHAPTER 7

Finishing Touches



42.

Rotate your planet
Tap to open the Layers Panel, then tick 
the Visibility Checkbox to turn your 
'Planet' layer group back on.

Tap the arrow icon to open Transform 
mode. Grab the green Rotation Node at 
the top of the bounding box, then drag 
to the right to rotate the whole layer 
group slightly.



43.

Final planets
Add a few more planets to tie your 
space scene together.

Tap to open the Selection tool in  
the top-left. This time, choose  
Ellipse mode.

Tap-and-drag on the canvas to draw  
3 circles of various sizes around 
your main planet. Just like using 
QuickShape, tap with one finger on the 
canvas to make your ellipse selection a 
perfect circle.

Once your selection is active, tap the 
Active Color to open your Color Panel, 
and choose the brightest green from 
the Flourish palette. ColorDrop this into 
each of your selections.

WANT TO MOVE A PLANET?
Tap back into the Selection tool, and choose 
Freehand. Draw around the planet you'd like 
to move, tap the Transform tool, and drag it 
into the right place.

SELECTION



44.

Add dimension
Tap the + in your Layers Panel to  
add a new layer. Tap the new layer 
to open Layer Options, and choose 
Clipping Mask.

Tap the brush icon to open the Brush 
Library and again choose the Medium 
Nozzle brush from the Spraypaint set. 
Set the size to around 25%. Use the 
Eyedropper tool to choose the deep 
blue background color.

Color all the planets in the dark  
blue color.

Add a highlight on each smaller planet, 
on the side closest to the main planet. 
Use the Eyedropper tool to choose 
a color from the main planet that is 
closest to the highlight so it looks like 
light is reflecting off the main planet.

BRUSH LIBRARY

SIZE



45.

Voilà!
Beautiful – you're all finished. When 
you're happy with your artwork, you 
can share it. 
Tap the wrench icon to open the Actions 
menu, tap Share, and choose from the list of 
options to save to your Photos app.



Dive into Part 4.
Unlock the power of the Actions menu to insert images, use 

drawing guides, and discover Animation Assist - an animation tool 
so simple everyone can use it.



Artistic expression helps make education 
meaningful, memorable and fun.  
Find more creative lesson ideas at  
education.procreate.art

To see see the full creative potential  
of Procreate, visit our Handbook 
procreate.art/handbook

Learn with

Create.

http://education.procreate.art
http://procreate.art/handbook



